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Lt.Col. Prosper Avril is reportedly cracking down on the drug trade as a condition for the
resumption of $70 million in annual US aid suspended after violence erupted during the November
1987 elections. Avril came to power in a coup in September 1988. Last week, a private television
station reported four lieutenant colonels had been discharged after being charged with drug
trafficking. Over the weekend, the Leopards Battalion attempted to depose Avril. Haiti's Presidential
Guard defeated the coup attempt. (See Chronicle 04/04/89 for a summary of events.) On April
4, the government announced that three leaders of the coup attempt had been deported to the
Dominican Republic on the evening of April 3. The three were the Leopards' commander, Lt.Col.
Himmler Rebu; a Presidential Guard commander, Col. Philippe Biamby, and head of the Interior
Ministry intelligence department, Col. Leonce Qualo. The president also reportedly fired six highranking officers. Rebu was accompanied by his wife and four children. The government did not
explain why the three men were deported rather than imprisoned. The US Embassy said the three
deported officers had visas to the United States and flew there Tuesday. On the same day, the
State Department refused to say if their requests for asylum would be accepted. On April 5, in
an announcement over independent Radio Metropole, three noncommissioned officers and a
captain from the Dessalines Barracks demanded the ouster of Lt. Gen. Prosper Avril, blaming him
for the deaths of four soldiers from the Leopards Battalion killed in the coup attempt. They said
that the country's Chief Justice, Gilbert Austin, should be appointed as interim head of state. The
four soldiers also called for the restitution of the entire Constitution. The broadcast resulted in
immediate closings of stores and schools, and panicstricken people rushing through the streets to
their homes or other shelter. Later, at an impromptu press conference given by about 50 soldiers
from the Dessalines unit, the soldiers said they no longer recognized Avril as the country's ruler.
"We are awaiting a reply from the presidential guard," the soldiers said. They said they were
speaking on behalf of the entire 900-man battalion, the second largest military unit after 1,100-strong
presidential guard, "in liaison with other military delegations" as part of a broad-based movement
within the army's rank and file. One soldier in the Dessalines unit said: "We are demanding that
Lt. Gen. Avril be replaced by a civilian... the complete re-institution of the constitution and rapid
free elections...If Lt.Gen. Avril wants to avert a clash between soldiers, he should make plans to
leave the country." They emphasized they wanted to avoid such a clash at all costs, maintaining
"Lt. Gen. Avril isn't worth it." The soldiers, in combat fatigues and armed with rifles, requested
anonymity, and said photographers could not take their pictures. The troops said they protested
Avril's cashiering of some soldiers, which they described as "arbitrary" because a legal system
for dealing with them had been sidestepped. The government responded by declaring a state of
emergency, imposing a 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew, and placing the military on full alert. The state
of emergency includes government censorship of radio broadcasts. The army, now under the
control of acting Chief of Staff Herard Abraham, ordered all soldiers to return to their posts. The
government's curfew announcement asserted that the coup attempt as a consequence of a "vast
campaign against drug trafficking, contraband and corruption," undertaken by Avril in recent
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weeks. The announcement said, "These actions have collided with the interests of a small group
that opposes all democratic change and proper management of public funds." Four tanks from the
presidential guard took up positions on the lawn of the presidential palace. On April 5, the German
press agency, DPA, reported that on Wednesday the Leopards Battalion had not yet submitted to
Avril's authority, despite government statements to the contrary. (Basic data from AFP, DPA, AP,
04/04-05/89; New York Times, 04/06/89)
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